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Icon of the Mustard Seed 
Jesus said, ‘What can we say the 

kingdom of God is like? What parable 
can we find for it? It is like a mustard 
seed which at the time of its sowing in 
the soil is the smallest of all the seeds 
on earth; yet once it is sown it grows 
into the biggest shrub of them all and 

puts out big branches so that the birds 
of the air can shelter in its shade.’ 

Mark 4: 29-31 
 

The image of the mustard seed becoming 
the biggest shrub of all is an image of the 
Church that encompasses many peoples 
from every culture, language, way of life, 
colour and nation. The Church is the living 

people of God.  Pope Benedict put it this way in 2008: (November 2008)                   
“the temple of stones is a symbol of the living Church, the Christian community, 
which in their letters the Apostles Peter and Paul already understood as a “spiritual 
edifice,” built by God with “living stones,” namely, Christians themselves, upon the 
one foundation of Jesus Christ, who is called the “cornerstone” (cf. 1 Corinthians 
3:9-11, 16-17; 1 Peter 2:4-8; Ephesians 2:20-22). “you are God’s building,” St. 
Paul wrote, and added: “holy is God’s temple, which you are” (1 Corinthians 3:9c, 
17). 
 
The beauty and harmony of the churches, destined to give praise to God, also draws 
us human beings, limited and sinful, to convert to form a “cosmos,” a well-ordered 
structure, in intimate communion with Jesus, who is the true Saint of saints. This 
happens in a culminating way in the Eucharistic liturgy, in which the “ecclesia,” 
that is, the community of the baptized, come together in a unified way to listen to the 
Word of God and nourish themselves with the Body and Blood of Christ. From these 
two tables the Church of living stones is built up in truth and charity and is 
internally formed by the Holy Spirit transforming herself into what she receives, 
conforming herself more and more to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 

http://www.carrigtwohillparish.ie/


Celebrating Safely in Covid -19 Times 
 
Please abide by these guidelines to ensure respect for one another as we emerge from 
Covid -19 restrictions slowly. 

• The capacity of the Church is 70 to 80 people at this time due to two sections 
with 4 metres apart.  

• Enter by the main door and use all doors to exit, side ailes exit by side. 
doors, cetre ailse exit by main door, beginning with seats nearest the door. 

• Sanitise hands on entry and exit to the Church.  
• Sanitise your seat with sanitising wipes available before and after use. 
• Household units may sit on the same seat in the middle isles.  
• Couples and individuals may sit on the side aisles seats nearest the aisle and  

not next to the radiators.  
• Face coveriing /masks must be worn.  
• Do not gather in Church grounds before or after Mass.  
• Holy Communion will be brought to people.  
• If one wishes to receive Holy Communion, stand and receive on your hands. 
• If a person is feeling unwell, please stay at home until you feel better. 
• Cough, sneeze into your elbow or tissue. 
• Do not touch unecessary surfaces.   

 
Postures during Mass 

• Stand for the entrance to end of Opening prayer.  
• Sit for readings.  Stand for Gospel.  Sit for Homily. 
• Stand for Creed and Intercessions 
• Stand for Eucharistic Prayer when the priest says “pray brothers and sisters 

that my sacfricie and yours ………….” untilthe  Lamb of God.  
• Stand to receive Holy Communion.  
• Stand for concluding prayer and blessing.  
• Singing will be led by Cantor(s) or priest. People are asked not to join 

vocally in this at the present time but to sing in your hearts and minds.  
 
In July when the number attending outdoor events reaches 200 we will envisage 
celbarting Mass in the Cemetery again.  
 
Volunteers for Stewarding and cleaning of the Church 
Please contact the Parish Office or Fr. Winkle if you can help.  
 
Parish Office: The Office is opened walk in’s now from 9.30 to 12.30.  
 
Church is opened every day from 9.30 to 6.00pm this week  
Download the Parish website app onto phone to keep up to date. 



Priests of the Parish 
V. Rev. Patrick Winkle P.P.  021 4882439 
Rev. Danny Murphy, Coordinator for Mission and Ministry in the Diocese 
Priest in Residence 
Monsignor Denis Reidy 
Parish Email:  carrigtwohillmasses@gmail.com 
Parish Office   St. Mary’s Church -   021 4533806 
  
Vigil Mass:  SUNDAY MASSES 
6.00p.m 
Sunday Morning        
10.00 a.m. and 12 noon 
Weekday Masses:     
Monday to Friday: 10am Mass and on Friday at 7.30pm 
Please pray for those who have died. May they rest in peace 
We pray for James Leo Roynane and John Roynane on their first 
anniversaries and for those whose anniversaries also occur at this time:  Sarah 
O'Connor, Barnabas Monahan, Thomas Morrissey, Ester Forrest, Jer Looney, 
Anne Byrne, Mick Fenton, David Savage and Aoife Hannon. 
Parish Finance Committee meeting on Wednesday last. The following areas of 
planning for the future were reviewed from a financial point of view.  
Parish Box of envelope :  Catechist for the Parish:  Parish Property and the 
Carrigtwohill Development plan – St. Mary's Cemetery,  Parish Church - reroofing on 
side aisle of Church, lighting around the Sanctuary, Seating. 
 
Parish Pastoral Council Meeting on Thursday reviewed the following from a 
Pastoral point of  view. Catechist for the Parish to help with organise faith events for 
young people and children and to help prepare for the Sacraments in conjuction with 
the schools:  Parish Property and the Carrigtwohill Development plan – St. Mary's 
Cemetery,  Seating in the Church and how it could be used in the future for prayer and 
catechetical development. 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion for the first time  
and the Sacrament of Confirmation.  
It is proposed to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation in the month of August for 
those who are registered with the Parish. For those leaving second class going into 
third class the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion will be celebrated 
later in the year. While waiting for this parents / guardians are asked to bring their 
children to some Masses over the summer to get them into the practice of celebrating 
Mass. For those who are awaiting the Sacraments from last year, the Sacrament of 
reconciliation for the first time will be celebrated this week and Holy Communion in 
July at Sunday Masses  
 
Adoration  of the Blessed Sacrament on Monday’s will resume once enough 
people have committed to the period of Adoration from 11am to 6pm  

Confessions: 
Available on request 
Baptisms 
Allocated dates are given to parents 
who are waiting at this time. 



St. Mary’s Church 
 
The Parish will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the opening of the Parish Church next year. 
In all that time the Church has been a constant reminder to all of God’s presnece in this 
community. It has been the place for prayer and worship, a space to celebate the Sacraments, 
a space where we are Baptised and become living stones of Christ. Since its beginnings there 
have been been changes and adaptations and additions. 
 
Each generation makes the Church their own. As Carrigtwohill Commmunity will continue 
to grow in population the Parish, please God, will grow too. The strong foundation of 
people’s faith from times past gives us the strength to go forward. The Church building then 
also seeks to be a beacon of light to a new generation of younger people.  
 
With the approaching anniversary it is an opportunity to seek what the Church building may 
need, to plan for the future for the Community. Covid gave rise to a review of the seating in 
the Church and changes had to be made to be able to create more space,safer distances and 
ease of circulation of peoples. This in turn has given rise to consider the seating for the 
church longterm.  
 
With this in mind ICS Church Furnishers have visited the Church to examine the current 
seats and offer suggestions. A trial of individual seating is in the Church at present. People 
are encouraged to sit on them and try them out for comfort. Individaul seating reminds each 
person that they represent Christ through Baptism and they are called to live their priestly, 
prophetic and kingly role in the Liturgy. It allows for greater use of the Church for 
Meditation, for Prayer around the Cross -Taize, use for Catechist with young people among 
other opportunities. 
 
The option of new seating in lighter colour would bring more brightness to the Chruch. In 
having all the seats designed the same it would entail uniformity among the seats and  shows 
that all are equal. The present pews are a mixture of pews from different times. Some pews 
may be from 150 years as it is likely that there was only pews in the middle and used by 
those who could afford them. Side Aisles pews are a different make.  The part on which one 
sits is much narrower compared to ordinary seats and do not lend themselves to sitting too 
long.  The comment from ICS on the pews is that the “current seating is of a poor quality 
and would not lend themselves to carrying out a full restoration process.”   
 
This is only one area of the Church to be considered. It is considered due to the opportunity 
that has come about due to seating in Covid  times.  
 
Other areas to be considered are reroofing the right aisle side of the Church as you look to the 
Altar due to constant leaks. And repainting of the Church. It is over 20 years now since this 
has been done.  
 
The Parish has looked after the Church well over the years. 
Pointing and cleaning of the outside of the Church. Church Heating upgraded. New 
lightening in main body of the Church Sacristy enlarged and an office added.  
Indoor Porch area created.  Church painted in 2000. 
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