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 “‘Stay awake, praying at all times” 
 Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the 
sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony, 
bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves; 
men dying of fear as they await what menaces the 
world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And 
then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. When these things begin to take 
place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your 
liberation is near at hand.’ ‘Watch yourselves, or your 
hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and 
drunkenness and the cares of life, and that day will be 
sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come 
down on every living man on the face of the earth. Stay 
awake, praying at all times for the strength to survive 
all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence 
before the Son of Man.’ Luke  21:25-28, 34-36    

  
Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 24  - Response  - To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 

Benedict XVI – 28th November 2009 
The meaning of the expression "advent" therefore includes that of visitatio, 
which simply and specifically means "visit"; in this case it is a question of a visit 
from God: he enters my life and wishes to speak to me. In our daily lives we all 
experience having little time for the Lord and also little time for ourselves. We 
end by being absorbed in "doing". Is it not true that activities often absorb us 
and that society with its multiple interests monopolizes our attention? Is it not 
true that we devote a lot of time to entertainment and to various kinds of 
amusement? At times we get carried away. Advent, this powerful liturgical 
season that we are beginning, invites us to pause in silence to understand a 
presence. It is an invitation to understand that the individual events of the day 
are hints that God is giving us, signs of the attention he has for each one of us. 
How often does God give us a glimpse of his love! To keep, as it were, an 
"interior journal" of this love would be a beautiful and salutary task for our life! 
Advent invites and stimulates us to contemplate the Lord present. Should not 
the certainty of his presence help us see the world with different eyes? Should it 
not help us to consider the whole of our life as a "visit", as a way in which he can 
come to us and become close to us in every situation? 
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Priests of the Parish 
V. Rev. Patrick Winkle P.P.  021 4882439 
Priest in Residence 
Monsignor Denis Reidy 
Parish Email:  carrigtwohillmasses@gmail.com 
Parish Office   St. Mary’s Church -   021 4533806 
  
Vigil Mass:  SUNDAY MASSES 
6.00p.m  
Sunday Morning        
10.00 a.m. and 12 noon  
Weekday Masses    
Monday to Thursday this week: 10am and on Friday at 7.30pm  
 
Pray for those who have died. May they rest in peace. 
We pray for and remember Margot Hartnett (Castle Avenue), Mary Sheehan 
(Rossmore) who died recently: and for those whose anniversaries occur at this time; 
Nora Coleman, Bill Leahy, Kate O'Riordan, Denis O'Riordan, Denis O'Riordan Jnr, 
Danny O'Riordan, Gerard Healy, Mary O'Keeffe, Elizabeth O'Keeffe, John O'Keeffe, 
Mary Lohan, Tom Lohan, Margaret Conroy and Timmy Collins. 
 
Parish Envelopes: These are currently be sorted and will be available for collection 
from the end of the week - please take note of your own envelope number before 
collecting in order to find the boxes easily.  
November Masses 
Thanks to the Parish Pastoral Council for helping to organise the Masses for the 
bereaved and Mass for all the dead. Thanks to all who assisted at these Masses. 
Thanks to Sr. Una for her presentation on Grief and Bereavement  
Christmas Masses 
Due to the rise of Covid infections and the protective measures needed between 
households, the Parish Pastoral Council will be reflecting on what is possible for 
Christmas Masses. There may be a need for a booking system for the Church. There 
will be more information next weekend. 
 
The Word became flesh and lived among us 
In this season of Advent take up the practice of reading and 
praying with the Scripture. Advent beging a new Liturgical year 
where the Gosple according to St. luke will be proclaimed 
throughot the year. Begin reading this Gospel for Advent. Luke gives us the great 
story of Christmas. Why not read it directly from the Gospel rather than from any 
other way this Advent.  
 
 “contemplating (the Gospel) with love, lingering over the pages and reading it with 
the heart..   .it's beauty will amaze and constantly excite us.”  Pope Francis - Evangelii 
Gaudium#264 

Confessions: Friday 8pm and 
available on request 
Baptisms 
Saturday or Sunday 
By appointment 



ADVENT 
Advent is a term from the Latin word 'adventus' which means "arrival". 
It is a time of waiting for the arrival of Christmas, the coming of Jesus to earth when he was 
born as a baby at Bethlehem about two thousand years ago.  
 
Advent begins the Church’s year, or the Liturgical Year. This Year is patterned after the life 
of Jesus Christ.  There are 4 Sundays in Advent  and it is a time of preparation.  It is a time 
when we remember that ‘the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light’. During 
these Advent moments, light—represented by the candles on the Advent wreath, remind us 
that Christ has come to shed God’s light in to the darkness of our world. He come to give us 
Hope. During Advent we will follow the key Advent characters of the prophets, John the 
Baptist and Mary. They are the people who have listened attentively to the Word of God and 
pondered it in their hearts. They call us too to Listen and Ponder with them during this 
Advent time.  
 
The example of Mary, John the Baptist and the prophets teach us that to Listen to God’s 
Word, requires silence and prayer. It requires us to take up the Scripture and reflect on it. 
Advent is an Opportunity for us to make time for Silence and Prayer. Be guided by the Word 
of God.  Let us prepare to wait in Silence as we await in joyful hope for the coming of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
The Christian Year 
The Christian Year follows the life of Jesus. It begins with Advent Sunday. The most 
important day of the year will be Easter Sunday, the day on which Jesus came back to life - 
but before that festival, there will be other special days to look forward to. At the end of 
Advent, there will be Jesus' birth day.  
 
Advent Preparation in the Parish 
Evening Prayer for Advent on Sundays at 5pm 
Prayer before the Blessed Sacrament on Mondays from 10.30am to 6pm.  
Read the Scriptures for Sunday Mass 
Celbrate Daily Mass.  
Make space in your home for prayer, create an Advent Wreath. 
 
Advent Wreath 
It is a circle of evergreen with candles. There are 3 purple candles and one pink candle which 
is lit on the 3rd Sunday of Advent. The purlcle candles remind us of the the Advent call to 
repent, to prepare our hearts and minds for the Lord. The Pink candle reminds us that even in 
this penential time we rejoice because the Word of God has come to save us. The lightening 
of a candle each week reminds us that time is passing.  
 
Prayer of blessing for the Adent wreath at home. 
Father, all powerful Lord of Light, bless our wreath of evergreen s with its candles. May our 
Advent be a time of preparation. Help us reflect on the power of light to dispel darkness in 
our world and in our lives. Touch our hearts with the warmth of your love. May the 
increasing light of these candles brighten  our minds and hearts to be steadfast in faith, joyful 
in hope and untiring in love, so that we are ready, again to receive in true peace, Jesus, the 
light of the World, our Lord and Saviour. Amen 



Celebrating Safely in Covid -19 Times 
The most recent government regulation on Places of Worship is the following:  
“religious services and weddings can proceed without capacity limits but with all other 
protective measures remaining in place”. www.gov.ie   
The protective measures that are required are; 
 Masks / face coverings must be worn    
 Ventilation must be provided 
 Hand Sanitising must be adhered to 
 Social Distancing must take place between different household units. 

Due to these protective measures the Church cannot reach full capacity. Further guidance 
from the HSE is on the website”: https://www.hpsc.ie/a-
z/respiratory/coronavirus/novelcoronavirus/guidance/placesofworshipguidance/ 
 
“Precautions to prevent introduction and spread of the virus in indoor settings are therefore 
still required even in the context of community vaccination. … when indoors, optimise 
physical distancing and make sure the place is well ventilated, ..  
Members of the congregation are advised to avoid gathering immediately outside the door. 
Congregants need to maintain social distance before they arrive at the place of worship and 
also when they leave. Physical interaction during religious services, including hand shaking 
or standing in direct contact, should be avoided.” 
 
At any Liturgy there can be unvaccinated people with vaccinated thus the need to have 
protective measures. These measures help in creating a safe environment.  
 
As the numbers of Covid infections are rising and the number of those needing 
hospitalisation and ICU care, it is in the best interests of all to do what we can to help slow 
down the spread of the virus and to assist the health care system and workers at this time.  

• Household units may sit on the same seat in the centre aisles.  
• Where two household units sit on a centre aisle seat, they must keep distance 

between them.  
• Couples or families of three and individuals may sit on the side aisles seats.  
• One way system now in place.  
• A face covering /mask must be worn. 
• Enter by the main door and exit by the side aisles. 
• Sanitise hands on entry and exit to the Church.  
• Sanitise your seat with sanitising wipes available before and after use. If using 

kneelers or touching seat in front sanitise that too. “Touching of surfaces should be 
• Minimised.” HSE 
• Sit only on designated seats. 
• Keep physical distance from other households at all times.  
• Holy Communion will be distributed at the Altar. Physical distancing while 

processing to the Altar and returning from it must be adhered to.  
• Holy Communion is to be received on the hands while standing. 
• If a person is feeling unwell, please stay at home until feeling better. 
• Cough, sneeze into your elbow or tissue. 
• Do not touch unnecessary surfaces.                       Respect the space of one another 
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