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 “A feeling of expectancy had grown among the 
people, who were beginning to think that John 
might be the Christ, so John declared before 
them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone 
is coming, someone who is more powerful than I 
am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his 
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. Now when all the people had been 
baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism 
was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy 
Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are 

my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you’.’  Luke    3: 15-16, 21-22   
 
Responsorial - Psalm 103 - Response  -  
                      Bless the Lord, my soul!  Lord God, how great you are. 
 
You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you’ 
We have here on a very human level a father telling his son that he trust him and he believes 
in him. Baptism is about trust.  We are often told or hear the words, ‘trust in God’, and 
indeed so we should. But there is also another word we need to hear, that is, ‘God trusts me’. 
How wonderful it is when a parent says to a son or daughter, I trust you. I believe in you. 
 
How more wonderful it is when God says, ‘I trust you. I believe in you’.  
God trusts us with his own divine life. This is what happens in baptism, God shares his life 
with us. The doors of heaven are opened and God share his life, the life of the Holy Spirit 
with us. We receive the Holy Spirit in Baptism. 
 
What a responsibility that is given to us in Baptism, God trust us with is gifts. 
What a responsibility is given to parents and godparents: our Heavenly Father trusts parents 
and godparents to nurture and look after the wonderful life that that he has given to their 
daughter or son.   
 
Mother Teresa said once: 
“I know God won't give me anything I can't handle. I just wish he didn't trust me so 
much.”  Baptism is about Trust, God trusting us to carry on the mission. 
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Weekday Masses   this week 
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Pray for those who have died. May they rest in peace. 
We pray:  for Ronan Dunphy whose months mind occurs: for Tom Carey on his first 
anniversary: for those whose anniversaries also occur at this time,  James Grey, Jim 
O'Keeffe, Tim Watson, Ellen Morrissey, Kate Lawton and, Ellen Cregan and Stefan 
Gorczynski. 
 
Parish Envelopes: Please make arrangements to collect your box from the Parish 
Office. If anyone is willing to deliver boxes to some areas of the Parish it would be 
appreciated. Please have your current box number with you when collecting from the 
Office.  
 

Thanks 
I would like to thank all whose who contributed to the Christmas Offerings 
and Christmas Day collection for the support of priests of the Parish. Sincere 
thanks to all who gave generously for the November Offerings and Autumn 
Stations, which also contribute to the support of the priests. It is deeply 
appreciated. Thanks to all who sent Christmas cards and messages for 
Christmas.  
Fr. Patrick  
 
St. Pauls Sunday Missal 2022 These are available from the Sacristy for 
Readers/ Lectors. They are available for sale for discounted cost of €5 and are 
available on the Church windows. They contain all the readings for the 
Sunday Masses for 2022 and are a great resource to prepare for Sunday 
Masses. 
Schools  
We thank the Principals and Staff of the schools in the Parish for their work 
and commitment to education in these difficult times.  

Confessions:  
available on request 
Baptisms 
Saturday or Sunday 
By appointment 



Postures during Mass 
In these Covid times, to reduce risk, please adhere to the following postures 
during Mass.  
• Stand for the entrance to end of Opening prayer.  
• Sit for readings.  Stand for Gospel.  Sit for Homily. 
• Stand for Creed and Intercessions 
• Stand for Eucharistic Prayer when the priest says “pray brothers and 

sisters that my sacrifice and yours ……….” Until the  Lamb of God.  
• Stand to receive Holy Communion.  
• Stand for concluding prayer and blessing.  
Singing will be led by Cantor(s) or priest. People are asked not to join vocally 
in this at the present time but to sing in your hearts and minds 

 
Celebrating Safely in Covid -19 Times 

The protective measures that are required are; 
 Masks / face coverings must be worn    
 Ventilation must be provided 
 Hand Sanitising must be adhered to 
 Social Distancing must take place between different household units. 

 
As the numbers of the Omicron variant of Covid infections are rising it is in the best interests 
of all to do what we can to help slow down the spread of the virus and to assist the health 
care system and workers at this time.  

• Household units may sit on the same seat in the centre aisles.  
• Where two household units sit on a centre aisle seat, they must keep distance 

between them.  
• Couples or families of three and individuals may sit on the side aisles seats.  
• One way system now in place.  
• A face covering /mask must be worn. 
• Enter by the main door and exit using all doors. 
• Sanitise hands on entry and exit to the Church.  
• Sanitise your seat with sanitising wipes available before and after use. If using 

kneelers or touching seat in front sanitise them. 
• Sit only on designated seats. 
• Keep physical distance from other households at all times.  
• Holy Communion will be distributed at the Altar. Physical distancing while 

processing to the Altar and returning from it must be adhered to.  
• Holy Communion is to be received on the hands while standing. 
• If a person is feeling unwell, please stay at home until feeling better. 

Cough, sneeze into your elbow or tissue 
• Do not touch unnecessary surfaces.          
 
Respect the space of one another 
 



Baptism of the Lord 
Baptism—Working for the Kingdom 

“Because of the one dignity flowing from Baptism, each member of the lay faithful, 
together with ordained ministers and men and women religious, shares a responsibility 
for the Church's mission. But among the lay faithful this one baptismal dignity takes 
on a manner of life which sets a person apart, without, however, bringing about a 
separation from the ministerial priesthood or from men and women religious. The 
Second Vatican Council has described this manner of life as the "secular character": 
"The secular character is properly and particularly that of the lay faithful". The 
Church, in fact, lives in the world, even if she is not of the world (cf. Jn 17:16). 
 
The "world" thus becomes the place and the means for the lay faithful to fulfill their 
Christian vocation, because the world itself is destined to glorify God the Father in 
Christ.  Baptism does not take them from the world at all.  Pius XII once stated: "The 
Faithful, more precisely the lay faithful, find themselves on the front lines of the 
Church's life; for them the Church is the animating principle for human society. 
Therefore, they in particular, ought to have an ever-clearer consciousness not only of 
belonging to the Church, but of being the Church, that is to say, the community of 
the faithful on earth under the leadership of the Pope, the head of all, and of the 
Bishops in communion with him. These are the Church ...".   
Extracts from Christifideles Laici, on the Vocation and Mission of the Lay Faithful, 
by Pope John Paul II 
 
Let us affirm our belief in the life God’s Spirit calls us to live, through Baptism.  
 
Do you believe in God, the creator of light and darkness, land and sea, heaven and 
earth, creature and human, woman, man and child?   I do 
Do you appreciate the precious gift of water, so scarce in many parts of the earth, yet 
so necessary for survival?       I do 
Do you appreciate and give thanks for this beautiful world?  I do 
Do you reject all that is evil and destroys the gift of life?   I do 
Do you reject injustice and hatred?      I do 
Do you accept Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour?    I do 
Do you believe he died for us and rose from the dead?    I do 
Do you believe that in the waters of Baptism, God’s Spirit made you sons and 
daughters of God?        I do 
Do you believe that God’s Spirit moves in our hearts in many different ways, so that 
one day we will share fully in God’s own life?     I do 
Do you believe that our Christian community, where we try to live out our faith, is a 
sign of God’s presence in the world?      I do 
Do you take responsibility for the future well-being of our Church?  I do 
Do you promise to try to live your life in accordance with that Christian faith which 
we profess here today?       I do 
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